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This is the life 
Foxcraft goes under, all clammed up 

By FOXCRAFTSwtNKER IV 
What contemporary problem so urgently needs 

solving as to provoke Foxcraft Swinker into print 
again? 

Skyjacking? No. The Democratic Convention? 
Ho-hum. Attorney General Turner's idiotic 
crusade against bingo? Not quite. 

No fans, the crucial subject that hounds me 
back to the typewriter is simply basement living 
in Iowa City. 

You see after nearly a years wandering I have 
come back lo the womb. again. This time I am 
underground, literally. I live fifteen feet below 
ground level. The reasons for this make a long 

, ar;d depressing list. You know, local and federal 
parking tickets; moving violations ignored; 
collection agents; lnternal Revenue goons; the 
U·bill one and one half years in arrears. 

But that is another story. Anyway, while in 
town [ am living in an unreconstructed basement 
storage area. No windows, no lights, nonothin' . 

The first thing you notice down there is the 
humidity. Makes you clammy. It's like stepping 
into a suit of wet long johns that have been in the 
refrigerator. 
Death sleep 
If you sleep in a dank basement you do not 

sleep like "a log." or "a bear," but like a 
cadaver. 

The gently humorous people that live in the 
warm dry apartments and rooms upstairs call 
me "Count Carlsbad" and "Lord Mildew." 

This is because of the stuff that grows on my 
walls. That greenish·black flora you see in 
basement shower stalls. Except I don't think this 
stuff is all flora . I think some of it's fauna . 
Because it murmurs to itself at night like a flock 
of chickens whispering about a weasel. 

The other day I ran out to K-mart and bought a 
window fan. Get the air circu:atlng a lit-
tle-right? Seems I forgot there are,; 't any win· 
dows in this storage room. But what the hell-I 
turn it on low, the curtains ajar so it's drawing 
out soggy air. Gotta get some sleep. 

In an hour I wake up blue in a partial vacuum. 
This fan has all the air out of my room. 

So I turn the fan around. Blow fresh air in, 
right? Makes sense. Pretty soon I'm dreaming 
about this crushing weight on my chest. Now the 
fan has impelled all this air into my room like a 
compressor. The pressure is 90 psi and heavy as 
lead. Boyle spins in his grave and if I am ever 
asked to pay rent I'll withhold. PAT would not 
believe the conditions. 

But these are ordinary complaints about the 
basement life style. You know what It's like. 

What is unique about my underground home 
however-what could get it put on the "must 
stop" Jist of those See Iowa First brochures, is 
the Alps and Madres and Pyrenees of cat shot 
that a person keeps stepping in down there. 

It all started with one or two kittens a couple of 
years ago. Very cute. The other day I counted 
fourteen full grown alley cats creeping and 
skulking around my entry way looking for the 
toilet. What has happened in two little years? 
Word must have got around that a commune for 
free loading felines has opened up on Dubuque 
Street. "Sylvester's Rescue Mission boys, an' 
don 't worry about no etiquette. " 
Never seen 'em? 

The flocks upstairs claim they've never seen 
three-fourths of the animals that are presently 
jungling up around my room. Soon they wiJl 
never see them again either. 

No one would accuse these cats of being the 
civilized and aristocratic types you see in car-
toon. No these ones are cringers: the common, 
in-bred, cowardly specimens that make a living 
rippling in and out of garbage cans and panhan-
dling. 

At least that's what they do during the day. 
What they do at night is ambush each other and 
fight to the end just outside my curtain. Seems 
they are capable of shouting each other to death. 

And of course after that's over the victor and 
the disputed lady need to work off their te.nsions 
in a corner. Which brings us to the subject of cat 
sex, which is only a little less noisy than cat com-
bat. 

Now because of an unavoidable proximity I 
have been forced to observe certain breeding 
habits of the felinus excrementus of North 
America. Very shocking. 

The animals are totally without a Christian 
Education in regard to carnal congress. I have 
even seen them shamelessly conjoined on Sun-
day morning while the Baptists sing hymns 
across the street. 

And talk about promiscuous! A popular cat 
pasttime down there is musical humps. 

So with all this going on I have not been able to 
gain needed rest. My disposition has suffered 
and my philosophy has taken a dangerous con· 
servative turn. 

What it has come down to is this : the cats or 
me. Survival of the fittest. 

-Brer'Fox 
Dick Cummins 

Electronic 

Event: a program of live 
and electronic music tonight 
in Clapp Hall. [t begins at 8 
p.m. 

original film by Franklin 
Miller will accompany the 
piece. 

The three performers will 
then do an improvisational 
piece, "De Great Variant 
XII," for flute, bass, and 
synthesizer. 

• mUSIC 

tonight 

People : Jon English, Peter 
Lewis, and Patrick Purswell 
will perform original com-
positions. 

English (bass) will do 
"Sunmrerstalk" 8M Pur· 
$well (fIute1 will do "Laun· 
dromat I. " Lewis's piece, 
"Soundmesse III," is for 
four-channel tape, and an 

Going into business world 

Two numbers no ongmal 
r this progl'1lRl II also be 

included: "mic for a 
Celebration" by Barney 
Childs and "Gesto" by Her-
bert Brun. 

The Daily Iowan-Iowa City , Iowa-Tues., July ZS, 1l7Z-Page 3 

the small 
picture 

EleDlents of gangster, 
gothic, in 'Ladykillers' 

I was planning on writing a 
review of David Steinberg's 
new comedy series (on 
Wdnesday nights for four weeks 
more, replacing Carol Burnett) 
for this week's column, but I am 
just not interested enough in it 
to say anything. I did watch the 
premiere show last week, and it 
was a drag. It wasn't that it was 
particularly bad, but there was 
nothing new on it. I am begin-
ning to feel that way about most 
television programs. 

I IIl1ed to wonder wby tbere 
are so few reviews or televlsloo 
abow.; now I know. All tbose 
prime-time hours do DOl offer 
enougb of real substance to 
discuss at any leogtb at aU. 

When you start trying to think 
seriously about television, you 
find there is very little solid, 
interesting conlent about which 
to talk. The subjects 
are things like the general han· 
dling of major issues like 
racism, sexism and violence, 
the corporate structures behind 
American television, and the 
missed opportunities. 

In reference to those missed 
opportuni ties-the sort of thing 
tha t 1 tOUChed on last 
week-Germaine Greer 
expresses my feeling about the 
possibilities of televiSion much 
better than I can. In her Chap-
ter on "Love: The Ideal" inTbe 
Female Eunuch, she writes : 

"The love of fellows Is based 
upon understanding and 

therefore upon comm ... lcatlon. 
It was love that taught us to 
speak, and deatb that laid its 
fingers upon our lips. All 
Iilerature, bowever 
vituperative, is 8Jl act of love, 
and all forms or electronic com-
munication attest the possibility 
of understanding. Their actual 
power in glrdllag the global 
village bas DOl been properly 
underslood yet. Beyond the 
arguments of statlsticlaas and 
politicians and otber 
professional cycn1cs and death-
makers, tbe eyes of a Biafran 
cbild bave an unmistakable 
message." 

During August I plan to do 
some reading about television, 
so I can get a better idea of the 
basics of the medium tban I 
have now. A lot has been 
published: if I find anything 
particularly interesting I'll 
mention it next fall. 

I will probably start out next 
fall by commenting 
on-reviewing is the wrong 
word-whatever new programs 
I watch. After that, I want to 
talk more and more about the 
medium in general and less and 
less about specific programs. 

So tune in again next fall, 
gang, same page, same paper, 
and get tbe latest dispatcbes 
from tbe wasteland (presuming 
I don't die out there or flee (rom 
It to return to cool, linear, 
Uterale c1vilizatlonl. 

-Martha Rosen 

From about 1948 to 1956. a lit-
tle British film studio called 
Ealing was making a series of 
the best comedies that have 
appeared in England. While 
more recently the British, with 
increased social and artistic 
consciousness, have striven to 
emulate the cinemas of other 
European nations (without 
great success), these little films 
remain one of the more notable 
efforts of the English film 
industry. 

Ealing Studios succumbed to 
the competition of television in 
1956. Its last important comedy 
was director Alexander 
Mackendrick 's little gem The 
Lady Killers (1955). 

The was also Alec Guinness's 
last really good comedy role. He 
had made his reputation with 
earlier Ealing successes like 
Kind Hearls and Coronets and 
The Lavender Hlli Mob. But 
soon he was to win an Oscar in a 
dramatic role and unfor-
tunately to lose virtually all of 
his image as a comedian. 

The Lady KUlers is a delight-
ful blend of the fairy tale, the 
gangster genre, and the gothic 
thriller, with the humor arising 
from the incongruity of the dif-
ferent elements. 

Actually cl'iminals 
A naive and dotty old lady, 

Mrs. Wilberforce (Katie John-
son) , takes in as lodgers five --------------Left to Write 

___ with aelella h •• kall __ _ 
WHEN YOU ' RE 

SMILEY-ING. George 
McGovern's Michigan cam-
paign coordinator was Phillip 
Hampton of Pontiac, which just 
happens to be where ex-Iowa 
City City Manager Frank 
Smiley is now . " He 's 
(Smiley)'s gaining respect 
each day," Hampton said at a 
Miami Beach Victory party. 
"There's now quite a bit of rap-
port between the blacks and the 
police." to Hampton, 
., Smiley stays au of he 
flmeJight. .. He"'W8S"WetMtk 
Iowa City, wasn't he?" 

Allanta Coca-Cola BottIln, 
Co. bought the Dr. Pepper Bot-
tling Co. of Atlanta last week. 

The Bix Beiderbecke 
Memoria Jazz Festival Is set for 
Aug. 4-5 in Davenport. Playing 
in LeClaire Park will be the 
Samual Dent Memorial Band: 
the Bix Belderkecke Memorial 
Jazz Band; Doc Evans Band; 
the Salt Dogs Band : the AI 
Capone Memorial Jazz Band; 
the Davenport Jan Band, and 
Smokey Stover and tbe 
Dixieland Fireman. 

Warner Bros. released 37 
albums last week. 

BEACH BLANKET BINGO 
Abbie Hoffman split from an 
impromptu interview during 
the convention with crise of 
"Excuse me, I've got the 
measles." 

three record package with no 
name. So far it's a toss up bet-
ween Overseas and Europe on 
$5000 a Day. 

Jumpin David Cassidy, net-
work television's heaviest 
rocker, cancelled an August 4 
gig in Hollywood Bowl. That 
meant returning $20,000 for 
advance tickets plus paying off 
advance expenses incurred by 
the promoters. A spokesperson 
for David said: "It didn't look 
like it was going to be a hap-
pening. " 

UKE A ROLLI S'roNE'I 
Would you believe Truman 
Capote will do an article for 
Stone on the Rolling Stone tour. 
On sale August 17: Dr. Hunter 
S. Thompson's coverage of the 
Democratic convention with 
"Fear and Loathing" illustrator 
Ralph Steadman. 

men who claim to be an ama· 
teur string quintet. They are 
actually a gang of criminals, 
lIlder mastermind Prof. Mar-
cus (Alec Guinness, in make-up 
closely resembling that of the 
vampire in Murnau's 
NOiferatu). When she discovers 
what they are up to, they try to 
kill ber but are Wlable to do so: 
they start killing each other off 
instead. 

On tbe surface, the actloa of 
tbe fUm looks like a triumph of 
Vlctoriaa prlDclples over the 
anti-social bebavior of the 
criminals. But actuaUy the 
struggle is between two dlstlDct 
forms of eccentricity-the 
harmless meandering. of Mrs. 
Wilberforce and the sinister but 
amusing vagaries or the lIl-as-
sol1ed gang. 

Naturally the little old iady 
triumphs in the end, harmless 
eccentricity being an ideal of 
the British. As a director , 
Mackendrick has often dealt 
with the strengths inherent in 
seemingly ordinary people. 
That Mrs. Wilberforce should 
be able to cow the gang memo 
bers is perfectly believable 
because of the charac-
terizations. 

See respectability 
One character, the Major, 

sees in her the same respec-
tability that he is trying to hold 
on to in the midst of his crimi.nal 
activities. Another, the immen-
sely strong, immensely stupid 
One-Round, lookks upon her as 
a mother figure . 

Finally, although they are 
threatened by Mrs . W.'s 
knowledge, none can find the 
courage to kill her. By the end, 
she has become so frightening 
to them that two gang members 

C._pus not •• 
ISAMANAGER 

People interested in 
managing the Union Beer 
Enterprise should send name, 
address , phone , and 
qualifications to ISA, 313 N. 
Dubuque. 

INTENSIVE STUDIES 
The Intensive Studies 

Instltu;te is ;accepting 
appli.cIIY0ns. fot' 'and 
non-resii:leht enr61lrl1'ent from 
students and teachers of the 
university who wish to par-
ticipate in a living-learning 
community during the next 
school year. Contact the lSI 
Director, 530 North Clinlon. 
Phone: 351-8836. 

argue about who will kill her 
and who will kill One-Round, 
who has turned against 
them-each would rather take 
on the huge man than Mrs. 
Wilberforce. 

Mackendrlck bas a strong, If 
quiet, filmic sense wblcb be 
uses to considerable aclvSJItage. 
With a dislinctly WeUeslan Oair 
for IIgbting and composition, be 
carefully arranges all his 
cbaracters in tlgbt patterns 
within a single frRDIe. 

These arrangements are 
often used to show the shifting 
relationships among the 
characters. At one point, for 
example, the crooks seem to 
surround and threaten Mrs. 
Wilberforce. But suddenly a 
group of other little old ladies 
arrive for tea, and with the 
whole group tightly within the 
frame, it is the garigsters who 
seem overpowered. 

Mackendrick also uses his 
gotbic conventions well. ThUll-
derstorms comically underline 
the 111'0 moments in tbe fUm 
when tbe gang becomes a threat 
to Mrs. W.-wben they decide to 
rent the rooms and Wben they 
first plot 10 kill ber. In contrast, 
the sunligbt appears at the fairy 
tale-like ending. 

Sinister bat-look 
Guinness, looking like a 

sinister bat, is first glimpsed as 
a dark figure approaching Mrs. 
W.'s home, glimpsed as a 
lurking shadow through win· 
dows. Much use is made of win· 
dows throughout the film. The 
criminals climb in and out of 
windows in their attempts to 
doublecross each other. At one 
point, a round pane forms an 
ironic halo around Mrs. W. as 
she unwittingly aids in tran-
sporting the villains'loot. 

"Tbe Lady Killers" is being 
presented as a bonus for 
Comedy Film SocIety members 
at 7: 00 Tuesday night in the 
Illinois Room. Hitchcock 
Society members will be admit-
led . free to the 7: 00 sbowlng 
Wednesday night. Non-mem-
bers may attend the 9:00 
sbowlngs both evenings and 
both showings on Thursday. 

Kristin Thompson 

I jr' 
WOODBURN 

218 E. College 

Smokey, Miracles split up 
"WHEN IN DOUBT, FUM-

BLE" is the campaign slogan of 
presidential candidate JIm 
Borb who reveals this as his 
plan for ending the war. 

"The defense department will 
beli ver the mail, the post office 
will deliver armed troops and 
supplies. The war will end 
immediately," says Borb. "The 
shipments will never get 
there." 

Muddy Waters, Freddie King, 
Catfish & Crystal and Wabash 
Resurrection in Burlington's 
Memorial Auditorium on 
August 4. Tickets are $4.50 at 
Iowa City's Music Sbop. 

The sacred ci ty of Ha rdwar 
on the Ganges Ri ver in India 
forbids the eati ng of meat. fish 
and even eggs. for fear its sanc-
tily be sullied by the killing of a 
living creature . 

DIAPER 
SERVICE 

(5 Doz. per Week) 
-$12 PER MONTH-
Free pickup & delivery 

twice a week, Everything 
isfumished: Diapers, con· 

tainers, deodorants. A tradition is breaking up. 
Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles are going their 
separate ways. 

Unlike Diana Ross, who got 
herself billed in front of the 
Supremes for a year, then laun-
ched a solo career while the 
Supremes hired a new lead 
singer, Smokey Robinson is 
going to be a businessman. The 
Miracles, however will hire a 
new lead Singer and go on. 

Robinson, one of the foun-
dation blocks of Motown Recor-

even though the decision was 
made about a year ago and 
announced this January. Final 

Told Me." At first they did 
backup vocals on demon-
stration records of Gordy's 
songs and then he recorded 
them and leased the records to 
other companies to distribute. 

In 1958 Gordy started Motown 
Records and Tamla Records, 

. . named for his favorite song at 

ds and a stalwart performer " 
and song writer of the company 

. .• the time, "Tammy," by Debbie 
Reynolds, a hit of 1957, and put 
the Miracles on Tamla. Gordy's 
first record was "Bad Girl" by 
the Miracles, but that was just 
for local distribution. National-
ly, "Bad Girl" was on Chess. 
Gordy's first big hit was "Shop 
Around"-by the Miracles. all along, now, at 32, is one of 

the company's six vice 
presidents. He says he'll spend 
more time being a vice 
president, plus prodUCing recor-
ding artists and writing songs. 
He says he'll spend more time 
with his wife and two children, 
make a solo album but not 
embark on solo performing. 

Why not? "At this point in my 
life it doesn't interest me." 
Maybe movies 

Now that Motown Records 
has moved most of its 
headquarters to Los Angeles 
from Detroit, Robinson says 
he'd like to get involved in 
movie and TV work 
there-maybe as script writer, 
actor, director, producer, he 
doesn't know;' He says, "I was 
around for 10 days of shooting of 
Diana Ross in "Lady Sings the 
Blues" and it blew my mind. I 
knew I'd like to get involved in 
that. If you make a mistake, you 
Illy, "Okay, we'll do that over 
again." Robinson smiles. "!feel 
like r could do that." 

Robinson says he feels his 
song writing has changed of 
late, and not for the better. "It 
is my personal opinion that it 
has changed over the last three 
or four years. [haven't spent as 
llluch time as I used to and I 
ckln't like the songs as much as 
the songs before that time. I 
know I'll write more now, 
despite my executive respon-
sibility. " 

Breaking up Smokey Robin-
son and the Miracles isn't easy, 

SMOKEY ROBINSON 
date together is July 16, when 
the group closes a week at the 
Carter Barron Theater in 
Washington. 
He'll miss it 

"I know I'm going to miss it," 
Robinson says, "the not going. 
You get used to going. We can 
be off for two or three weeks 
and everybody is ready lo go 
and sing on the corner like we 
used to." Will he change his 
mind, maybe? "No." 

The Miracles are Ronnie 
White, Bobby Rogers, Pete 
Moore and guitarist Marv Tar-
plin. They grew up together, in 
the north end of Detroit, except 
for Rogers, who comes from the 
east side. Robinson says, "We 
came from the better part of the 
slums, the suave part of the 
ghetto. " 

They've been together a long 
time. no member of the group 
ever changing. In 1954 they 
went to do an audition and 
Berry Gordy Jr., then a song-
writer, was there. They were 
rejected but Gordy followed 
them outside, having liked 
Robinson's song "Mama Done 

If there is any wonderment 
where Robinson's affection lies, 
note the names of his two 
children-Berry and TamJa. 

One person Robinson will 
produce is Wanda Rogers, wife 
of one of the Miracles, who was 
lead singer of the now-disban-
ded Marvelettes. 

Going West 
Robinson says he'll move 

himself and his family to the 

ICE COLDII 

$1.15 
6 pak cans 

Offer good thru July 31 
- Now Avall.ble-
Schlitz In '"1, KII. 

(WI'SHOP 
Ma, we lie your sec:0IIII storw? 

1.14 Loftr Muscltlne 
337-3519 

West Coast by the end of the 
year, but he isn't crazy about 
the idea, since his loved ones 
are in Detroit, he happened to 
be in Los Angeles during the 
last earthquake and the smog 
bothers his sinuses. The reason 
for the company's move, he 
says, is because "Berry Gordy 
is out there now. " 

The Miracles will continue to 
perform and record, with 
William Griffin from Baltimore 
as lead singer. 

Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles' biggest hit has been 
"Tears of a Clown," with music 
by Stevie Wonder and Hank 
Cosby and lyrics by Robinson. 
They have a single out now, 
"We've Come Too Far To End it 
Now," by Johnny Bristol, whIch 
is No. 61 on the best·selling 
chart of July l. Robinson laughs 
about the title. 

A final LP is about to be 
released , too, but Robinson 
doesn 't know what it'll be 
called. H'e says that "The Final 
Curtain" was suggested, "but 
that sounded morbid to me." 

Wanted: 

HARPER ROW YOUR BOAT 
ASHORE President Nixon 
replies to critics of his Sunday 
services in the White House in 
the inlorucaUon to Wblte House 
Sermons. This collection of 23 
sermons has been released by 
Harper and Row. 

Tiny Tim played a gig at 
Waterloo's Club Continental a 
week ago today. He announced 
that he and MIss Vicki are back 
together again. He didn't know 
how long it would last, but said 
Miss Vicki is being "A real 
sport" aboutthe whole thing. 

The Dead's new album should 
be out by September. It's a ,,;';, 

In the year 1m, the Pulitzer 
PrIze for drama was won by 
tbree people for a famous 
musical parody of American 
politics. Wbo were they? 

Take off on the personals, 
folks. 

Student. or Faculty interested in working 
for the Iowa Opinion R .. earch Bureau 
(lORB), a state and national polling agency 
operating under the administrative auspices 
of Student Publication., Inc. (SPI) 

Posilion Open: 

DIRECTOR (Sept 2, 1972, to Sepl. 2, 1973) 
Salary can vary from academic credit only 
to a pos.lble $3000.00. 
For Information, contact 

Steve Miller 338·1884 

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Supports a better welfare program 
for the elderly and the poor. 

All bids should be kept within th. 
county wh.never feaslbl •. 

VOTE AUGUST 1 

Matt Eckermann 
for 

County Supervisor 
lifetime reSident of Johnson County, engaged in farmIng 
for 3S years, and 1S years of 4-H and youth work. 

Progressive Ideas for a Progressive County 

Paid for by Committee for Matt Eckermann for County 
Supervisor, Gerry Yegoy, Chairman 

KONG 
TAILOR 

In Iowa City, Iowa 
Tues. & Wed., 
JULY 25·26 

(2 Day.) 
Don't Mi .. Thi. Opportunity 1'1{.1(%''' .. ·•·• 

Get custom me.sured for your Men's Sutts, sport COlts, 
SIIlrts - Lid .. ,' Suits, Dresles, Formalwear, Coats. In Double 
Knit, Silk, Mohair, Silk & Wool, All Wool, ek. 

100 % SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Select from Over 1,000 ImPOrtId Samples. See dlspla, of Hong 
Kong Beaded Sweaters, Beaded Bioules, Beaded Hand 11111, 
Beaded GloYesltICI many other lleldeclltems. 

Ladles' Silk Suits 
Lldles' CISll_re TOIICOIt 
Beaded Swe ... rs 
Men's Silk & Wool Suits 
CaSilmere SPOrt COltS 
CISilmere OvercOlfs 

Excluding Custom Duty 

$45.00 
$11.00 
$1'.00 
$52.00 
,".00 
$M.OO 

For Appolntm.nt, Can Mr. N. NORMAN 
CAROUSEL INN - Phone 351·6324 

NEW PROCESS 
Phone 337-9666 

Aeeting 
womb of academia 
momcntary warmth 
before the racc 
sell' rc sect! ri ty 
fi n.lll j,l lly 
our prOj:ir,'nl 
imllr.l nre 
in vest 

!tess nolY 
meiln · ';ccurity tomorrow 
tod.l' 
ton , ,-ow 
COml rrom there 
to herc 
on l'.lInpliS 

we're 1Y.1itinA 

Federal Savings & 
Loin Building 

Comer-College & Clinton 
331-3631 

Erwin L. Redmlles 
Agency M.n.ger 
Richard I. Kaye 

Campus Supervisor 
Gerald E. Lehman 
Gary K. Hansen 

John Ct ner J 

Robert Buchta 
Jo,," W. I(rahl' 


